
          Northeast Louisiana is a 12-parish area bordered to the north by Arkansas 
and to the east by Mississippi.  The twelve parishes of Northeast Louisiana, for 
the purposes of this publication, are Caldwell, East Carroll, Franklin, Jackson, 
Lincoln*, Madison, Morehouse, Ouachita, Richland, Tensas, Union, and West 
Carroll.  The Monroe metropolitan statistical area (Ouachita and Union 
Parishes: 2006 MSA rank by population=228/364) is the population and business 
center for the greater area.  
         The data contained herein is compiled from many sources and is as current 
as availability permits.  

* The State of Louisiana does not typically include Lincoln Parish in the Northeast Louisiana statistical area.

Material in this publication was researched and compiled by Robert C. Eisenstadt, 
PhD, of the Economics Department, Center for Business and Economic Research, 
College of Business Administration, at the University of Louisiana Monroe. All 
information presented here is the responsibility of the author and not that of the 
University of Louisiana Monroe or its affiliates.

The Economy and Demography of 
Northeast Louisiana: 2008 Edition
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Labor Force Statistics

BUSI NESS AND ECONOMI C CLI MATE 

Labor Force
2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

City of Monroe 22,856 22,690 22,523 21,766 21,476

Caldwell 4,442 4,276 4,337 4,374 4,507

E. Carroll 3,147 3,017 2,919 2,982 3,011

Franklin 8,097 7,749 7,827 7,761 7,691

Jackson 6,586 6,419 6,435 6,437 6,456

Lincoln 18,367 18,345 18,673 18,580 18,484

Madison 5,040 4,670 4,686 4,649 4,356

Morehouse 12,769 11,881 11,725 11,475 11,486

Ouachita 72,477 71,621 72,685 71,950 70,403

Richland 8,813 8,452 8,576 8,560 8,555

Tensas 2,432 2,268 2,300 2,301 2,185

Union 10,655 10,394 10,491 10,394 10,113

W. Carroll 4,790 4,555 4,725 5,202 4,343

NE Louisiana 157,615 153,647 155,379 154,665 151,590

Louisiana 2,025,006 2,039,182 2,077,123 1,990,120 1,997,879

Monroe City data source www.bls.gov                                    .                             Source:  Louisiana Department of Labor, www.laworks.net

Total Employment (Household Survey, including Proprietor Employment)
2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

City of Monroe 21,023 21,037 21,026 20,822 20,394

Caldwell 4,013 3,935 4,044 4,207 4,311

E. Carroll 2,731 2,630 2,558 2,743 2,745

Franklin 7,305 7,086 7,164 7,315 7,227

Jackson 6,033 6,018 6,080 6,191 6,203

Lincoln 17,188 17,233 17,484 17,802 17,655

Madison 4,478 4,241 4,287 4,393 4,086

Morehouse 11,494 10,749 10,732 10,785 10,643

Ouachita 68,210 67,850 68,569 69,276 67,214

Richland 8,054 7,799 7,962 8,161 8,071

Tensas 2,208 2,087 2,002 2,137 2,034

Union 9,881 9,763 9,889 9,991 9,653

W. Carroll 4,154 3,999 4,245 4,898 3,969

NE Louisiana 145,749 143,390 145,016 147,899 143,811

Louisiana 1,899,642 1,926,594 1,938,280 1,910,348 1,921,347
Monroe City data source: www.bls.gov.                                                                Source:  Louisiana Department of Labor, www.laworks.net
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Labor Force Statistics (continued)

ULM COLLEGE OF  BUSI NESSPage 4

Unemployment
2003 2004 2005 2006        2007

  City of Monroe 1,833 1,653 1,497 944 1,082

Caldwell 429 341 293 167         196 

East Carroll 416 387 361 239         266 

Franklin 792 663 663 446         464 

Jackson 553 401 355 246         253 

Lincoln 1,179 1,112 1,189 778         829 

Madison 562 429 399 256         270 

Morehouse 1,275 1,132 993 690         843 

Ouachita 4,267 3,771 4,116 2,674       3,189 

Richland 759 653 614 399         484 

Tensas 224 181 298 164         151 

Union 774 631 602 403         460 

West Carroll 636 556 480 304         374 

  NE Louisiana 11,866 10,257 10,363 6,766       7,779 

  Louisiana 125,364 112,588 138,843 79,772      76,532

  Source:  Louisiana Department of Labor, www.laworks.net                                                              Monroe City data source:  www.bls.gov

Unemployment Rate

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

  City of Monroe 8.0% 7.3% 6.6% 4.3% 5.0%

Caldwell 9.7% 8.0% 6.8% 3.8% 4.3%

E. Carroll 13.2% 12.8% 12.4% 8.0% 8.8%

Franklin 9.8% 8.6% 8.5% 5.7% 6.0%

Jackson 8.4% 6.2% 5.5% 3.8% 3.9%

Lincoln 6.4% 6.1% 6.4% 4.2% 4.5%

Madison 11.2% 9.2% 8.5% 5.5% 6.2%

Morehouse 10.0% 9.5% 8.5% 6.0% 7.3%

Ouachita 5.9% 5.3% 5.7% 3.7% 4.5%

Richland 8.6% 7.7% 7.2% 4.7% 5.7%

Tensas 9.2% 8.0% 13.0% 7.1% 6.9%

Union 7.3% 6.1% 5.7% 3.9% 4.5%

W. Carroll 13.3% 12.2% 10.2% 5.8% 8.6%

  NE Louisiana 7.5% 6.7% 6.7% 4.4% 5.1%

  Louisiana 6.2% 5.5% 6.7% 4.0% 3.8%

Source:  Louisiana Department of Labor, www.laworks.net                                                             Monroe City data source:  www.bls.gov 
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Page 5BUSI NESS AND ECONOMI C CLI MATE 

Wage and Salary Employment (Number of Jobs in Parishes and State)
2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

   Louisiana 2,019,981 2,025,043 2,033,543 2,006,271 1,967,129

Caldwell 2,785 2,751 2,710 2,750 2,825

East Carroll 2,671 2,531 2,550 2,396 2,570

Franklin 6,439 6,273 6,250 6,215 6,234

Jackson 4,230 4,242 3,995 3,866 3,741

Lincoln 19,101 19,086 19,260 19,273 19,421

Madison 4,471 4,250 4,044 4,046 3,991

Morehouse 9,139 9,095 8,530 8,341 8,219

Ouachita 77,522 76,531 76,225 75,490 76,063

Richland 6,372 6,398 6,380 6,436 6,550

Tensas 2,016 1,783 1,811 1,814 1,867

Union 6,706 6,513 6,405 6,291 6,140

West Carroll 3,139 2,918 2,923 3,142 3,476

   NE Louisiana 144,591 142,371 141,083 140,060 141,097

                                                                            Source:  U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, www.bea.gov;   2006 not available at printing.

Wage and Salary Disbursements (thousands of current dollars)

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
% growth 
2002-05

% growth 
2005-06

   Louisiana 59,573,493 61,325,403 63,875,117 66,298,256 70,740,436 11.3% 6.7%

   NE Louisiana 3,633,044 3,628,712 3,704,231 3,839,323 4,036,366 5.7% 5.1%

Caldwell 58,232 59,786 61,598 65,289 68,183 12.1% 4.4%

East Carroll 53,326 54,623 57,109 57,902 61,199 8.6% 5.7%

Franklin 122,606 121,050 126,753 130,358 133,335 6.3% 2.3%

Jackson 114,183 116,876 113,163 116,388 116,533 1.9% 0.1%

Lincoln 480,763 481,451 500,597 510,683 540,504 6.2% 5.8%

Madison 95,466 93,927 91,473 91,141 91,708 -4.5% 0.6%

Morehouse 235,846 245,163 234,932 232,353 226,651 -1.5% -2.5%

Ouachita 2,091,535 2,085,158 2,129,031 2,212,354 2,330,138 5.8% 5.3%

Richland 134,944 138,880 145,182 152,104 160,487 12.7% 5.5%

Tensas 41,153 37,474 41,174 44,446 49,162 8.0% 10.6%

Union 137,001 133,237 137,897 141,756 146,629 3.5% 3.4%

West Carroll 67,989 61,087 65,322 84,549 111,837 24.4% 32.3%

United States — — — — — 13.8% 6.3%

Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis.  2006 not available at printing.
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Labor Force Statistics (continued)
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Labor Force Statistics (continued)
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